
MLA Citations and Works Cited 

For more assistance, see OWL at Purdue: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/  

from which much of this information is adapted 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


Plagiarism basics 

Plagiarism is a serious offense involving academic 

dishonesty. It includes: 

Excessive repetition (poor paraphrasing of another’s words)  

Incorrect or missing citations 

Incorrect or missing Works Cited 

Fraud (creation of false sources)  

Forgery (turning in another person’s work as your own) 



Ways to use your research 

 Summarizing  Paraphrasing  Direct Quotation 

 Use your own words 

to explain research 
 Use the author’s 

exact words 

 Place author’s 

words in 

quotation marks 

 Your  explanation 

is much shorter 

than the original 

text 

 Your  explanation 

may be shorter or 

longer than the 

original text 



MLA Internal Citations 

How to avoid plagiarism, a “0” score, and a write up 



When to use internal citations 

Anytime you summarize, paraphrase, or use a direct 

quotation from a source, you must give an internal 

citation.  

 

This is your way of indirectly telling your reader that you 

did not have this idea, conduct this research, or say these 

words 



Internal citation for printed works with 

an author 

 Assume the book was written by Frank Marvin and the information I am 
using was found on page 34 of this book. 

 

 Summarizing and paraphrasing: 

Explain Frank Marvin’s findings in your own words (Marvin 34).  

 Direct quotation: 

“Use Frank Marvin’s exact words inside these quotation marks” (Marvin 34).  

 

Be sure to notice the punctuation for the sentence goes after the internal 
citation. Also, there is NO comma between the author and page number. 

 



Internal citation for printed words without 

an author 

 Shorten the title (if necessary) and place it in quotation marks if it's a short work 
(article, poem) or italicize it if it's a longer work (plays, books, television shows, entire 
Web sites) and provide a page number if it is available. 

 

 Let’s assume you found an article called “LCN Voted Best High School” and you 
want to use information on page 2 of the article 

 

 Summarizing and paraphrasing: 

Explain article findings in your own words (“LCN Voted Best High School” 2).  

 Direct quotation: 

“Use exact words from article inside quotation marks” (“LCN Voted Best High School” 
2).  

 



Internal citation for non-print sources 

found online 

 Include in the text the first item that appears in the Work Cited 

entry that corresponds to the citation (e.g. author name, article 

name, website name, film name).  

 

Do not provide the URL unless that is the first item in the Works 

Cited entry 

 

The website’s name goes in italics 

 



Internal citation for non-print sources 

found online, continued 

 Let’s assume you wanted to cite the L’Anse Creuse Public School’s 
website. Since there are no author or article names, use the website 
name: L’Anse Creuse Public Schools. 

 

 Summarizing and paraphrasing: 

Explain website in your own words (L’Anse Creuse Public Schools).  

 Direct quotation: 

“Use exact words from website inside quotation marks” (L’Anse Creuse 
Public Schools).  

 



For more information on internal 

citations 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/ 



Works Cited 

The “master list” of the sources you used in your project 



Works Cited: The Basics 

 Place at the end of your project or paper 

 Start on a separate page or slide 

 Title it Works Cited (no italics, no quotation marks) 

 List every single source you used in your project or paper 

 Double space but do not skip lines between entries 

 Alphabetize based on first item in entry 

 If your entry goes on to a second line, indent the second line of text  

  over .5 inches like this 

 

 



General Works Cited Format 

Author. Title. Title of container (self contained if book), Other  

 contributors (translators or editors), Version (edition), 

 Number (vol. and/or no.), Publisher, Publication Date, 

 Location (pages, paragraphs URL or DOI). 2nd container’s 

 title, Other contributors, Version, Number, Publisher, 

 Publication date, Location, Date of Access (if 

 applicable). 
 



Example Works Cited Entry 

Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab website was used 

for this presentation. The Works Cited Entry would look like 

this: 

 

The Purdue OWL. Purdue U Writing Lab, 2016. 



Works Cited Details 

Skip over any elements of that basic format that are not 

available or applicable 

Pay close attention to where the punctuation goes 

throughout the entry 

Capitalize all words in titles except for articles (a, an, the) 

and conjunctions (or, but, nor, yet…) unless they are the 

first word in the entry 





For more information on Works 

Cited pages 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/05/ 



Online Tools 

There are websites that can be very helpful in auto-populating 
a Works Cited entry. 

http://www.easybib.com 

http://www.citationmachine.net 

Although these can be good resources, please remember 
technology can make errors 

Ultimately, you are responsible for checking that your Works 
Cited entries are correct 

http://www.easybib.com/
http://www.easybib.com/
http://www.citationmachine.net/
http://www.citationmachine.net/

